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Hersey, John The Marmot Drive 
Knopf. Nov. 1953. 273p. $3.50. 


Mr. Hersey, who began making his mark the book 
world with Men Bataan, 1942, reportorial ac- 
count the defense that tragic Philippine peninsula, 
won the Pulitzer Prize 1945 for his novel, Bell 
for Adano, which was much fine piece imagina- 
tive reporting the immediately post-hostilities period 


‘in Italy was novel; won acclaim for the brilliant 


account Hiroshima; and came with one the 
great novels the past decade, The Wall, 1950. 
Now, three years later, abandoning all but the faintest 
echoes international and interracial strife, his new 
novel seems concerned with the everyday, every- 
where roots intercommunal antagonisms, the indi- 
vidual antagonisms that are engendered and fostered 
even the smallest communities misunderstandings, 
misgivings, mistakes due human frailty 
versity. least, that what take the under- 
lying thesis theme this strange and seemingly 
aimless story what happened handful people 
small Connecticut village during summer week- 
end, when the village-folk turned out drive the 
woodchucks infesting nearby valley into pen where 
they could destroyed. 


Very likely, Mr. Hersey intends this tale allegori- 
cal; otherwise has little apparent significance, how- 
ever well written. Unless has some meaning tran- 
scending that which appears the surface, remains 
only expert exercise tale-telling, which course 
little achievement. But have been led expect 
more Mr. Hersey. The trouble that, this time, 
either the allegory completely obfuscated, this re- 
viewer more than ordinarily obtuse. don’t see 
the point. 


Eben Avered brought his girl, Hester, his home 
town, up-back Connecticut, stay for summer 
week-end his father’s and mother’s home. had 
warned her about his father, Matthew: that was 
dreamer, impractical, reactionary although Selectman 
the town, Tunxis. Neither Eben nor Hester knew 
that they would drawn into the “marmot drive” 
which Selectman Avered had been planning for years 
and had finally succeeded organizing spite his 
fellow-citizens’ doubts and diffidences. They had 
Start the fog-wispy early morning, getting their feet 
and legs soaked dew, then tramp across meadows 
and scrub-grown pastures under the sweltering heat 


summer sun; come back aching night for too- 
little sleep before they started again the next morning 
and then drenched sudden thunderstorm. 
Hester was afraid marmots; city-bred girl, she was 
afraid everything wild. The whole township and 
all its people are seen through Hester’s eyes for the 
most part; and through the tales she hears about what 
she has not seen. 


The trouble that Hester attracted Matthew 
Avered; perhaps because she more eager than 
Eben, sexually, and she prepared spite him; per- 
haps because the qualities Matthew which Eben 
seems lack contradict. She learns that Matthew 
has the reputation having been once girl-chaser. 
When some the suspicious and spiteful ‘villagers 
come upon Hester and Matthew Avered what seems 
them compromising situation, Matthew accused 
and submits flogging, while Hester confusedly and 
cowardly keeps her mouth shut, failing defend him 
with the explanation which, she may have suspected, 
none the villagers would have believed true. 


Because the attention the sexual inclinations 
Hester, this otherwise well-written book will have 
reserved for adult readers. least the first two- 
thirds the story have mounting tension. 
opinion and regret, the story seems fall into 
bathos rather than real tragedy the last third. Just 
why should that Because Mr. Hersey keeps the 
Selectman from knowing that was flogged his 
fellows for presumed adulterous sin; leaving him 
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think that was punished them for the failure 
the marmot Matthew Avered’s marmot 
drive somehow seems unreasonable from the be- 
ginning, (why all the fuss?)? because Hester not 
very prepossessing sort character enlist the 
reader’s affections admiration. She is, come think 
it, not much more than hot-blooded little tramp. 


Several the minor characters are very well done; and 
the flavor the writing deceptively old-fashioned, 
something like hubbard squash baked with butter and 


nutmeg. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


LITERARY GUILD—DECEMBER SELECTION 


Eleazar Lincoln McKeever 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Nov. 16, 1953. 308p. $3.50. 


Mr. Lipsky, lawyer, has built this novel around 
lawyer’s fight for justice—a bitter, almost desperate, 
fight because waged against opponent equipped 
with the formidable weapons political power and 
racial animosity. The novel has the necessary ingre- 
dients for conflict and suspense; unfortunately shows 
too little the taste and skill necessary make good 
novel out interesting possibilities. 


Lincoln McKeever, though still comparatively young 
man, retires from the practice law order take 
his invalid son healthy climate. forced out 
his retirement critical trial New Mexico: 
Carlos Niza, unbending patrician Spanish de- 
scent, being tried apparently false charge 
murder. Carlos the implacable enemy Dan 
Hogarth, ruthless land-grabber, who rules the terri- 
tory where the trial held. McKeever must struggle 
against Hogarth’s power, against the prejudice the 
people, against the pride his client who will not 
condescend defend himself, and, finally, against his 
own feelings—he sees his son grow worse and die dur- 
ing the trial. 


Vivid realization the central situation this novel 
would demand good imagination and sound judgment; 
Mr. Lipsky manifests neither. His weaknesses are con- 
stantly evident. The first conversations, with their 
attempts give background casual allusion and 
name-dropping, are painfully amateurish; the last part 
the book busily winds spring which continually 
slips. the climactic scene, McKeever always seems 
straining toward eloquence but never quite 
reaches it; when finally does makes great affirma- 
tion the nature justice the reader has already long 
grown weary oratorical slithering. Perhaps lawyers 
talk this way; they do, their speeches should kept 
out print. 


Mr. Lipsky does achieve some suspense the trial scene 
and has good character the old Don Carlos. 
Moreover, creates reality few descriptive pas- 
but here never content let well enough 
alone—sketches desert night and giant cave 
are prosy references geological growth. 
fact. bad taste one the principal reasons for the 
book’s weakness. especially evident some need- 


less emphasis sex. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
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Farrell, James The Face Time 
Vanguard. Nov. 1953. 366p. $3.75. 

1943 James Farrell brought his Danny 
tetralogy close with Days Anger. then 
its hero had emerged from adolescence amid Chicago’s 
Irish slums, and the series seemed complete theme 
well story. now becomes pentalogy, however, 
the addition novel that antedates Danny’s young 
boyhood World Never Made. 


The Face Time presents Danny child five, 
already living with his maternal grandparents, Tom and 
Mary because his parents are unable 
support their numerous brood. The characterizations 
the other novels are familiarly preserved, with the 
addition grandfather, who dies this story, and 
Aunt Louise, who progressing through the consump- 
tion that destroys her. 


Grandmother the same loud, coarse, sharp, beer- 
drinking termagant; but even her harsh tongue cannot 
deter Margaret from hotel-room trysts with married 
Protestant whose affection she regards 
superior the harlotry Martha Morton the floor 
Uncle usually the road selling shoes; 
when does appear, the family accept his bossy Bab- 
bittry justified his money. Uncle Ned, living 
Madison with ailing wife, remote 
O’Neills and most the action. 


difference from the other stories discernible the 
relative importance the characters. Danny’s parents 
enter very little. The life the O’Flaherty household 
again more significant than that any individual, 
but within Danny’s childish interests and wonder- 
ment the adults around him are less controlling than 
the tragedies Aunt Louise and grandfather. The 
former, longing desperately for love that she knows 
will always denied her surely the chance 
live the saving climate Denver, replaces Danny 
the naturalistic symbol man the fatalistic grip 
circumstance. The latter, guzzling partner 
shrewish wife but none the less lovable contrast 
her, dominates the story most all. The humdrum 
routine the O’Flahertys’ tenement life, relieved only 
the occasional bucket beer game Comiskey 
Park, provides the essential plot; and climaxes 
cancer that denies Tom’s futile dreams return 
Ireland, bringing him instead slow painful 
death the hospital. 


The concluding chapter shows Danny the wake, un- 
comprehending the presence death. Obviously 
Mr. Farrell remains similarly unable understand 
hardship defeat life, though neither violent 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 
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1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
Beyond This Place (Ila) Cronin 
Time and Time Again Hilton 

Too Late the Phalarope Paton 

(Ila) Selinko 

The Unconquered Williams 

The High and the Mighty (IIb) Gann 

Lord Vanity (IIb) Shellabarger 


Battle Cry (IV) Uris 
The Adventures Augie March (IV) Bellow 
The Devil’s Laughter (IV) Yerby 
The Lady Arlington Kane 


The Spirit Louis Lindberg Sept. 

Sexual Behavior the Human 
Female 

Call Lucky (Ila) 

Annapurna (Ila) 


The Age the Moguls 


Kinsey Oct. 
Crosby Aug. 
Herzog Jan. 
Holbrook Nov. 


nor denunciatory facing them. seems more sad- 
dened than outraged the cruelties life, but though 
his tone thus tempered still basically lacks Chris- 
tian conception the problem evil. The same mel- 
lowing without change basic position apparent 
the treatment the Church. Catholicism not 
viciously treated, but consistently differentiation 
made between its essential doctrine and the failings 
its ministers (Father Costello, for example, whose drink- 
ing eventuates suicide gas the parish house) 
the superstitions and misconceptions its occasional 
members. 


Farrell’s mood has much more kindliness and pathos 
than would suggested his other novels the 
poem Yeats from which his title drawn, but 
still calls for philosophically stable reader. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Roche, Mazo 


The Whiteoak Brothers: 


Little, Brown. Nov. 17, 1953. 307p. $3.75. 


time, The Whiteoak Brothers: Jalna—1923 just pre- 
cedes Mazo Roche’s first success Jalna Atlantic 
Monthly fame. The talent create atmosphere and 
character, kept tune numerous additions the 
Whiteoak saga, vigorous ever. 


ninety-eight the matriarch Adeline Whiteoak domi- 
nates the household. sons Ernest and Nicholas, 
complete with particular pets, have returned Jalna 
spend contented days. The master Jalna Renny 
Whiteoak, eldest Adeline’s grandsons, who, with his 
sister Meg, has assumed parental-like watch over his 
younger half-brothers Eden, Piers, Finch and Wake- 
field. there Adeline’s daughter Augusta, 
Lady Buckley, and Dilly Warkworth, young relative 
from England. 


Finch’s fifteenth birthday affords first opportunity 
ecome reacquainted with the Whiteoaks, 
characteristic best seated around groaning board. 
hough the various members the family were en- 


Roche Lee 161 


dowed with fortunes different degrees, from the 
wealth old Adeline the hard-earned dollars 
Piers, few had much that would not welcome 
means augment the sum. They were easy prey for 
Eden when, under the spell glib promoter named 
Kronk, persuaded his relatives invest the Indigo 
Lake Gold Mine. Spurred visions continental 
travel paid for the commissions would earn, 
went secretly from Piers the uncles, Aunt Augusta, 
Dilly Warkworth, and, finally, Adeline Whiteoak 
selling shares. His own commission their invest- 
ment went into the development. Cheered inter- 
mittent reports rising market for Mr. Kronk, the 
speculating Whiteoaks fairly sang they went about 
the house. Renny was hard put understand their 
sudden high spirits, but management the stables and 
the farm placed thoughts mining investment farthest 
from his mind. When Ernest decided sell out and 
Kronk failed forward payment the credulous Eden 
began suspect the hoax. His heaviest investor, Ade- 
line, finally divulged the secret, just swindler Kronk’s 
disappearance was disclosed. 


The episode served highlight individual character- 
istics each the Whiteoaks became involved the 
transaction. Under Renny’s guidance taught Eden 
the lesson his life from the remaining sum his 
commissions made reimburse the guest Dilly 
Warkworth and Piers who had earned the amount 
his loss the sweat his brow. 


Added the numerous tangles such plot produces 
the minor current created Dilly Warkworth’s cal- 
culated effort become mistress Jalna. Pheasant 
Vaughan’s place the saga faintly outlined her 
friendship with Piers develops spite Whiteoak in- 
tolerance because her birth. There much humor 
wrapped the writing this novel and good 
deal understanding such personalities that 
the hyper-sensitive Finch, the precocious Wakefield, 
the dreaming poet Eden. Jalna fans will welcome this 
new edition their shelves. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Lee, Edna The Southerners 
Appleton-Century. Oct. 23, 1953. 407p. $3.75. 

Jess Kildare’s childhood was spent, the 
small village outside Atlanta, Georgia. Her parentage 
unknown, she lived with kindly, elderly woman 
named Mitty. Denied admission the village school 
(mysteriously) she was tutored privately home 
(source money unknown) until she was twelve, when 
she was placed almost imprisoned boarder 
Institution for young ladies good family. few 
years later she learned that she was illegitimate. 
the same time, she was removed from the school 
the attorneys for one Matthias Purefoy, who then died, 
and placed the home Mrs. Carebee, wealthy 
fashionable member Atlanta Society, Jess also learned 
that she was heir Purefoy’s property. 

After couple years growing, Jess married Wes 
Carebee who, naturally, turned out ne’er-do- 
well and drunkard. few other things happened 


1 1 
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162 Maurois Wodehouse 


and Jess took charge cotton mill the Carebee 
family. Wes fortunately died, Jess fought hard and 
retrieved the mill from ruin, and then discovered her 
parentage both sides. When last seen she await- 
ing the return the faithful lawyer, Andrew Hardee, 
she would have done well marry the first 
place. 


There much other going and fro host 
characters all whom are represented being much 
more significant than they really are. 


The mainspring this narrative is, course, the mys- 
tery Jess’s parentage. Whenever all action flags, the 
question dragged out and whipped, put aside 
again until the next episode palls. the time all the 
meat off the mystery, the reader cares not hoot for 
the solution. Jess must have been bored with too. 
(Incidentally, given the devices fiction tools, any 
reader can sift through the characters and determine 
just who the parents are, although it’s scarcely worth 
the trouble.) 


Frankly Dickensian its style and development The 
Southerners relies the physical gesture, the char- 
acteristic phrase conversation, and such tricks 
distinguish its people. The effort made but the 
persons the story hardly have sufficient breath 
impel all the neat little tab-index things they must say. 


Dickensian also are the orphan theme, the boarding 
school, the interventions the lawyers and the socio- 
logical matters introduced connection with the mill. 


Adultly dull, The Southerners moderately fair slick 
women’s magazine fiction for those who want it. 


Doris 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Lélia; the Life George Sand 
Translated from the French Gerard Hopkins. Illustrated 
with photographs. Sept. 1953. 482p. $5.00. 
Drawing his title from one his subject’s most reveal- 
ing autobiographical novels, Maurois 
sensational 19th-century writer terms the maternal 
woman love, consenting affairs give pleasures 
she cannot share, loving most men she can nurse and 
dominate and look upon her sons. support his 
thesis, the author has tapped vast amount source 
material, both published and unpublished, from the 
diaries, letters, biographies Madame Sand and 
vast number her contemporaries. Abandoned the 
fiction-biography approach Ariel; here the author 
uses the records substantiate his conclusions, in- 
terpret and interpolate his own narrative. Hap- 
pily, the citations not interrupt the narrative. Rather, 
they heighten the interest and increase the reader’s 
respect for the writer’s indefatigable researches, even 
when that reader cannot share his admiration and sym- 
pathy for this rebel against convention and morality. 

Child family which combined its ancestry royalty 
and peasantry among long train illegitimacies, 
Aurore Dupin Dedevant was educated Augus- 
tinian convent and for time considered entering that 
Order, but was discouraged from doing her Jesuit 


Maurois, André 


SELLERS 


confessor. Married the illegitimate son baron, 


she left him after two children were born (one least 


was his) and then began her long life writing and 
love. Many famous names were connected with hers, 
friends, literary and political associates and loves: 
Abbé Liszt and his mistress, Abbé Lamennais, Saint 
Beuve, Curé Candelotte, Renan, the Goncourt brothers, 


Prosper Mérimée, Alfred Musset, Frédéric Chopin, 


Louis-Napoleon Bonaparte and his Empress, Flaubert, 
Turgenieff, Balzac, and many others, varying degrees 
intimacy. (Not all these are developed fully, but 
among them are pen portraits important their own 
right.) 

arden champion the masses, Sand embraces the 
socialism peculiar the 19th century, took active 
part the overthrow Louis Philippe whom “she 
hated with peculiarly feminine virulence,” and, 
although the Socialist Republic was turn lost, was 
able protect herself and her associates through her 
personal friendship with Louis-Napoleon. This dual 
capacity make enemies and command friendship 
was one the most prominent characteristics this 
aggressive, generous and volatile personality. 


But not characteristic, that, her attitude toward 
religion. Her childhood colored agnostic grand- 
mother, she continued Christian belief 
throughout her life, but highly individual one. 
lently anti-clerical, she vigorously rejected Catholic 
doctrines pertaining hell and confession, and con- 
versation, letters and novels accused the Church 
denying progress and indulgence “fleshly asceti- 
cism.” Her son, marrying late life, she urged 
become Protestant, and and his family eventually 
adopted Protestantism. And yet, though evidently 
dying without the Sacraments, George Sand was buried 
with the rites the Catholic Church, her daughter’s 
request, and with the unhesitating permission the 
Archbishop Bourges. 


interpretation eccentric, inconsistent, dy- 
namic and tempest-tossed woman, times repellingly 
masculine and others charmingly feminine and al- 
ways law unto herself, this remarkable study. 
Readers who the choice subject are warned 
off. Those who enjoy watching capable craftsman 
carefully select his materials and patiently mould them 
into flesh and blood will feel more than satisfied with 


Maurois’ performance. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Wodehouse, and Bolton, Guy 
Bring the Girls 
Simon Schuster. Nov. 1953. 278p. $3.95. 


Take banker out Hong Kong and architect who 
has designed the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial 
Riverside Drive, put them together, and you get musical 
comedy. Such the improbable story the success- 
ful collaboration Wodehouse and Guy Bolton, 


who knitted their wits together into twenty-three 
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shows—and can present words and pictures prove 
Which just what they Bring the Girls. 
Bring the Girls racy, readable and star-studded. 
much history the golden years musical 
keyhole and ear for lilt. And informative 
will satisfy curiosity without offending taste. eve- 
ning entertainment, but alas, without poor Jeeves. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Brown, Frederic The Lights the Sky are Stars 
Dutton. Nov. 12, 1953. 254p. $3.00. 

the year 1997 rockets from the United States have 
reached Mars, Venus, and the Moon but appropriations 
for further flights are disfavor and difficult obtain. 
But the heart Max Andrews, hard-boiled and one- 
legged rocket mechanician, there flames the dream 
reaching the stars. Max gets chance swing the 
election Ellen Gallagher the United States Senate 
and she sponsors bill obtain funds for flight 
one Jupiter’s moons. Max and Ellen finagle their 
appropriation through Congress and fall love with 
each other. Max appointed assistant director 
and plans steal the rocket but caught lying 
about his space experience just after Ellen dies 
cancer. Max’s dream satisfied having helped 
man step farther toward the stars and the oppor- 
tunity inculcate his dreams into his young nephew. 
Brown’s characters are what one would expect from 
his earlier mystery stories—cynical, hard-boiled, sexu- 
ally amoral, mouthing noble sentiments humanity’s 
name but essentially only self-interested. The author 
even takes advantage the story suggest that there 
may God. The book will not harm adults but 
there little reason recommend them. 


Woods, Ralph Treasury Catholic Thinking 
Crowell. Nov. 1953. 378p. $5.00. 


This book anthology collection quotations. 
Catholics, both clerical and lay, express the view- 
point the Church not all the dogmas faith 
the principles philosophy but “on many the prob- 
lems that beset all.” (p. xiii) Thus touches upon 
its contents. 


The first the twelve chapters speaks about God, the 
proofs for His existence, and explanation His 
attributes and the reasons why must worship 
Him. Then follow five chapters man, his dual 
nature, his rights, and his duties toward himself, his 
family and society. Four are concerned with the claim 
the Catholic Church the only authorized 
spokesman God earth, with her inner life, her 
form government and her attitude toward civil 
authority. The closing chapters are entitled 
Material World” and “The Spiritual World.” Each 
chapter subdivided into number subjects which 
are arranged far possible logical and orderly 


Brown —Woods Van Every 163 


manner. Thus the fifth chapter, “Man’s Relations 
with His Fellowman,” gives the Catholic teaching 
human rights, charity, marriage, love, sex, abortion, 
sterilization and racial intolerance. 


The 130 men mentioned this book wrote originally 
English their works have been translated into our 
language. Most them are still alive and many, such 
Pope Leo XIII and Cardinal Newman, may re- 
garded our contemporaries. But book this 
kind can afford overlook St. Augustine and St. 
Thomas Aquinas even though they lived centuries ago 
and environment very different from our own. 
After Pope Pius XII they are the authors whose words 
are most frequently quoted. 


The compiler, Mr. Ralph Woods, novice this 
genre literature for has already edited two other 
anthologies. first made careful study the books 
and pamphlets the subjects that discusses, and 
then with the help and advice some eminent scholars 
selected the key-passages these writings. this 
volume mine information and invaluable 
guide especially for those teach and preach about 
the problems that the Catholic Church must grapple 
with the middle the twentieth century. has 
also added brief biographical sketch all the authors 
whom cites together with the name the work 
from which the quotation was taken. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 


Immaculate Conception Church, 


New York, New York 

Van Every, Dale The Trembling Earth 
Messner. Oct. 19, 1953. 310p. $3.75. 


1811, near the mouth the Ohio, localized sec- 
tion the Mississippi Valley was shaken for weeks 
violent earth tremors. Due the fact that they 
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did not affect the major settlements and due the 
imminence war with Britain little attention was paid 
the quakes. But the Indians and settlers the 
region they were major catastrophe. Around this 
minor incident Dale Van Every has built 
short novel pioneer life. 


the story Martin Brown, working indefatigably 
developing his fortune via lead mine, was about 
wed Judith Ayres. needed her for her money and 
admired her for her spirit which, complementing 
his own, would ensure success. Both were self-willed, 
ambitious and personable. brother, Jared, 
who minister, and Lilla, bordello-trained Creole 


Best SELLERS 


who wanted Martin, are the other major characters. 
Martin’s developments were wiped out the “quake”; 
Judith was orphaned; Martin deserted her for his hold- 
ings; she trapped Jared, who had always desired her, 
into marriage; Martin took Lilla and shelved his ambi- 
tions for time slothful life the prairie. The 
story developed against background earthquake- 
induced terror wherein each character finds his 
her heights and depths. There real solution but 
rather unstable equilibrium reached story’s end. 
usual Van Every has written well-paced story but 
because treatment matters sexual, recommenda- 
tion restricted adults. 


~ 
. 


VoL. 


Bent 
Dutto 
After 
Abab 
Britis 
foot 

intim 
night: 
fester 
thi 
cover 
mour 
betwe 
17,00 
lov 


tain, 

hir 
once 

plans 
craftil 
ing 
from 
fifty 
pict 
label 
pineay 
shoes; 
ten 
day 
The 
Giuan 
tisk 
leopar 
climbi 


